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A Princely Pattern of Heaven-born 


RESOLUTION, 
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OPENED IN A 
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Sermon Preached at alateSolemn #aft, 
before the Honourable Houſe of 
COMMONS. May 27.1646. 


ESTHER 4.16. —— and if I periſh T periſh. 


A Eſolution is the life of Aion, athing 
oy, well reſolved is more then half done, 

\ Vita ſine propoſito languida. Of allthe 
2 &- Reſolutions that I have read of, I finde 
none parallel with, nor comparable to 
this of Queen Eſther. And this will ap- 
pear if you will conſider the Reſoluti- 
on it ſelfe, the acting or executing of 
this Reſolution» the ſucceſſe and iſlue z The Reſolution had 
the royall ſtamp of Virtue and G ory ; ; the Execution, of 
Wiſdome and Courage ; the Succeſle, of Wonder and 
Honout : The Reſolution did breath an Heroick Virtue, 
the Execution a Religious Fortitude, the Succefſe Honour 
and LOWe« 

. The Reſolution is commended from the bezuty, the 

Ma ielty, of her thar reſolved, a Woman a Queen. 

2. From the preparation ſhe makes unto it > wherein 
we have. 


B 1. Her 
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1. Herdiſcreet deliberation with her ſelfe. 
2. Her wiſe Conſultation with others. 
3. From the difficulties and, dangers ſhe was toen- 
counter withall... ; 

1. She muſt gouncald to the King, there ſhe expoſed her 
ſelf to the penalty, tothe danger of the Law. 

2. She was to affront and confound the Minion of the 
Court, the Favorite of the King, ſhe was to hazzard 
the frownsthe'thunder of theKings Creature. 

3- She muſtattempt to reverſe.4 Law of the 2ſedes and 
Perſians, which were not to be changed,to be cancel'd. 

In the firſt there was evident danger, in the ſecond emi- 
nent difhiculty, in the third apparent impoſſibility; - but nor 
the one, nor the other, nor the third ; not the danger, not the 
difficulty, not rhe Impoſſibility, could: weaken or ſhake her 
Reſolution. 7 

4+ This Reſolution receives commendation from the 
Motives that invites her, from the Obje&+-the end that'en- 
courageth and ſtrengthens her to it. * * | 

r. The preſervationof her Country people, nnjuftly and 

wickedly doom to ruin and deſtruction. ;; , :- 

2. The continuation of her Jewiſh Religion, attempred 

tro be corrupted, extirpated. RD PU © 4 

2» The Vindication of the glory of her God, which 

would beecclipſed,blaſphemed. 

The Execution of this Reſolution is commended : Firſt, 
from the means by which ſhe accompliſheth it, they are all 
fair, dire&, and Lawfull. 

2!,, From the circumſtances which accompany it, they 
are Religious, Honeſt,and Seaſonable; the means proclatms 
her Piety to God, the circumſtances her policy to man. 

The Succeſle and iſſue anſwerable to both theſe; ſhe 
is crowned with glory, her enterprize with honour , God 
graciouſly heard her prayer, the King ſmilingly _— her 

erſon, 
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Perſon, #ſorderat her Uncle advanced; Haman the common 
Fnemy hanged, the Jews her people reſcued, i the confede- 
rate combined confpirators executed, her Religion eſtabli- 
ſhed, Gods glory mightily exalted. This'is the reſolution 
of this Reſolution, of which briefly by way of Explication, 
then of Obſervation, and Confirmation; atid in the cloſe by 
Application. | | | 

The firſt thing that adds luſtretothis Reſolution, was the 
Beauty, the Majeſty, the Sex;' the qualitvwof her 'that reſo 
ved ; Eſter," a Wornan, a Queet Admirabilion in Fe mine 
quem in Uno virtme, Wenwle toadmiregfaith 24:1ntilian, the 
{1me virtue more in women then 1n men, whence his Ten- 
tence is , If we deſiretobeger-inanythe love and/emnlati-: 
on of courage,the inſtanceof Horatiue and Torquatid would! 
not prove of ſo great effitacy; asof that worn 'who'wirh 
her own hand flew. Py7rbws:; In perſwading you-to true 
Chriſtian reſolution, the inſtance of Cato, the cx2mple of 
7Joab, cannot be ſo'powerfullas this! of ' Queen 'Efdber;/''T6 
was 2 blindnefle robe pittied in' Sentra, that h&@uldnoft 
ſee a fairer Object for God, than Cato ſtanding bole wpright 
inthemidſt of publike ruine ; were it lawfall ro ſpeak in 
his ſwelling- language, Ecce ſpeFaculum, behold a ſpeRacle 
truely worthy of God, not an Heatheniſh -man deſperately 
ſtrugling with a private misfortune, but a virtuous woman 
more then manfully wreſtling with publike danger and de- 
ſtruction; Behold ſtrength inweakneſſe; vertue in infirmi- 
ry, Reſolution in inconſtancy; ſtretipth, virtue, reſoliition 
in 2 woman, Gratror eft Virrow Tentens e corpore pulthro.”' 

Nordoth her Sex caſt 2brighter beam on her reſolution 
then her condition; Majeſty makes high the commendation; 
Had Queen Eſther been yet amongſt the Virgins ofthe com- 
mon rank, within rhe wals of her obſcure family,a Captive, 
a Stranger,ſhe had rhen loſt much of the glory of this Sacred 
Reſolution z when Poverty an” OY expoſeth ir ſelf 
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to adoubttull danger for a publike ſafety, few obſerve. them; 
many ſtars may be Ecclipſed -and few take notice of ir; 
miſcarriage it ſelf to'a deſperate condition is the cure of its 
miſery, what is it for hunger-ſtarved Lepers to adventure 
onthe Enemy > 1f they kil{ a4 we ſhall but oye, this is not reſo- 
lution, but neceſſity ; But forgnewithour che verge of dan- 
ger to intereſt and hazzard her ſelf in anothers reſcue, is a 
Character of true fartitude, for one preferred tothe height 
of Majeſty ,-incompaſſed within 7the-wals: of ftrengeh and 
ſafety, incircled with Guards and Perfioners) for a Queento 
expoſe her ſelf in a voluntarycompaſſion to the danger of a 
fall of death, this blazons an Heroick ſpirit. and proclaims 
a Royall goodneſſe, this: commanils amazement and admi- 
ration; the ſun Eclipſed, all 'eyes are fixed upon ir. 

+ Nor doth her Sex-and quality , her beauty and Majeſty 
more eternize her Reſolution, then her wiſdome inthe man- 
ner of; reſolving; none are but what of neceſſity they cannor 
avoyd; to commit-their:affairs to any contingency ; Eftber 
witely, conſiders the nature of the buſinefle, not onely-in the 
{uperficiall and outward appearance, but ſhe penetrates in- 
to the inſide; ſhe weighes and confiders the accidents;and 
conſequences, ſhe balanceth the beauty, the. extellency," the 
glory. of the enterprize-'together with the erouble, difficul- 
ty, and danger. True Reſolution is not an inconſiderate and 
raſh temerity, not a ſencelefle and brutiſh ſtupidity ; this 
virtue cannot be.without knowledge and apprehenſion; ſhe 
ſeriouſly and {oberly pondreth and weigheth all things, ſhe 
ballanceth'and poyzeth together the eminency, the worthi- 
nefſe of her undertaking, with her ſtrength and ability ; the 
weakneſle of her Sex, nor the Majeſty of her Perſon doth 
not more comment her Reſolution, then her wiſdome in de- 
liberating, her judgement and diſcretion in conſulting a- 
bour it - another circumſtance that commends the Reſo- 
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In difficult and dangerous affairs, in bufineſſe of great 
conſequence and importance » the wiſeft, they of moſt 
underſtanding, are to uſe advice and councell of others; two 
are better then one, 7» the multitude of Councellors there 1s pro, 14.6. 
ſafety : Non uni mens tant e molt eft capax , Efther confults 
with her Uncle, a wiſe, religious and fairhfull friend, a grave 
and adviſed Councellor,ſhe commends ir to the whole City 
of Shuſan, they approve it, they bleſſe it, ſhe doth not pre- 
cipitately nor raſhly, being wedded to her own judgement; 
conceive, reſolve, and execute: but ſhe debares the matter, 
ſhe canvaſeth it pro and £02, ſhe puts it to the Votezthus be- 
ing prepared and fortified, ſhe will not be deterr'd; it is nor a 
Lyon intheway,nor a Legion of Devils,though ſhe fore-ſees 
ſhe muſt encounter with both, yet ſhe is arm'd, ſhe knows 
the worſt, ſhecan but perſh, 2nd that ſtanding in competi- 
rion with her | 29. ſafety ſhe regards it not, Go 7 will anto 
the King nhich us not according to the Law, 

The Court of Kings ought ro be as the Court of Heaven, 
equally neer and diſtant to every one; it argues more Tyran- 
ny than Majeſty to have fet and ſtanding Guards to keep 
out Petitioners. Turkes, and Perſians, that make it their 

fory to fear all, may keep ſuch Guards and Ena&t ſuch 
Lok becauſe they are afraid of all ; But Chriſtian Princes 
who areto rule by Law and not by will, they areto have 
their Courts open to all, the pooreſt ſubje&t may have liber- 
ry to prefer his Petition, a priviledge that Eſther though a 
Queen could not have, bur if ſhe would go nncal'd to the 
King, ſhe muſt run the hazzard of the Lay, for it was not ac- 

cording to the Law, | 
_ - How farſuch Laws dobinde I cannot determine ; He « 
no trauſgre (for, ſaith the Civi]l Law, that croſſeth not the mind 
of the Law-giver, though he break rhe Letter of the Law; 
and a reaſonable cauſe, asthe Caſuiſts and the Schoolmen 
agree, ever excuſeth the ing of a humane Lay; I heard 
3 un 
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it very lately from the Authority of the Honourable H ouſe 
of Commons, what Laws, Ordinances,or Orders ſoever,that 
are againſt the Law of God, areby the Laws of this Land 


.null'd, The obſervation of Laws is very commendable;but 


when exigencesare ſo violent, when confuſion hath turned 
all upſide down, . when the State is diſturbed, when wicked 
men arecombined, when all Order 1s perverted, chen men 
are to look tothe main chance,rhen to ſollicite the principal 
buſineſſe, and ſo much the more zealouſly, as Eſther did; by 
how muchthere is leſle poſſibility of compaſing. it the or: 
dinary way. When neceſsity is ſo urgent that. it makes the 
obſerving of the Laws impoſsible; Nature, Reaſon, Laws, 
Religion, all inſtruc us to betake our ſelves to that which is 
moſt neceſſary; Prerogative, Priviledge, Liberty». all, muſt 
be laid aſide : It was a reproach unto Cato, he would rather 
ſuffer the Common-wealth to run into all extremity,when 
he might have ſuccour'd it, would he have a little tranſgres'd 
the Laws: and contrary wiſe Epaminondas is commended, 
that in caſe of neceſsity he continued his charge beyond 
his time, though the Law upon pain of life did prohibite it. 
The Parliament ſhall ever be famous, they have not onely 
followed prefidents but madethem ; Men may ſwerve from 
a ſecond particular and municipall Ob! igation,denying obe- 
dience to the Laws and Cuſtomes of the Country,when they 
are againſt the firſt and more ancient , againſt Univerſall 
Nature and Reaſon: the Queen did not contemn the Law, 
but neceſvity made her paſſe it over; this way it might pleaſe 
God to bring forth a glorious deliverance, and to make her 
a blefſed Agent in her peoples reſcue; if ſhe ſhould miſcar- 
ry,he might looſe ſome of her hopes, none of her virtues; the 
Laws deterre her not,nor the greatneſſe of her adverſary; Go 
ſhe will/though Hamaz advanceth againſt her. | \ 
Sathan when he cannot. maſter the truth by meaner Agents, 
he. intereſſeth great ones; Haman his namediſcovers his hu- 
ji ' : mour, 
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mour, he was a troubler,and at this time a troubler of '7/ae/;; 
by birth an Agagzte, of that Nation which God curſed, and 
with whom the Jews were tohave perpetuall Hoſtility; this 
was one reaſon why Aordecat refuſed to bow, he would not 
ſtoop to ſo accurſed an Enemy of God and 'his people ; 
Haman was incorporated a Perſian, whoſe Princes exatted 
more then Civill obſervance; this was a ſecond reaſon. He 
was advanced the ſecond inthe Kingdome, where he plors 
and contrives by a deſperate and bloody Stratagem,the utter 
ruin and deſtru@ion of the Jewiſh people : Kings are but 
men, their favorites often the worſt of men, rhey lye open to 
the envy of the people, which like the Sun-beams, beats al- 
wayes moſt ſcorchingly- upon rifing grounds. | Vhat 'thar 
Prerogative 15 I know not, that Kings cannot offend; Kings 
ſin, and Kingdomes are ruin'd : Eſther bows low to'the 
King, but ſtands upright againſt Hamar, ſhe. encounters his 
perſon, and is reſolved eitherto ſtand by his fall;'or tofall 
if he ſtands, this difficulty though a : ory yet not the 
onely one, the laſt is worſt, there 1s a ſeeming impoſſibility, 

ſhe muſt reverſe the Law, the laſt diſcouragemenr. 
Non'corventat ({aithCaſar )vel ullum vertum;difconſonantit 
is that one word ſhould paſſe vainly out of a Princes mouth: 
But when laws are enaRted, decreed and eſtabliſhed, when 
ſigtied and ſcaled with the Kings ſeal, and that according 
to the Laws of the Medes and Perſians which alter'not, what 
hope to reverſe or change it ? ſet aſide Principles, Grounds, 
Articles of Religion , unqueſtionable truths and undeniable 
Aphoriſms, the Morall and Eternall Law of God ; Men 
are not to make, nor may any entertain the Laws with an 
Oath' never to change them z none may*vow'a petpetuall 
marriage to their own Mandates, there may-bea cauſe for a 
Bitl of divorce, room for retratations. VVhat made theſe 
Pejfian Laws unalterable, but the Laws themſelves? that po- | 
werthat makes, may change, -This Efther knew, this m_ Fa 
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be, though there was- little hope this ſhould be, but ſhe will 
venter it, it was for her people, her Rel igion,her God, which 
are the Motives rhat moved her, the laſt confiderarion that 
commends the Reſolution. | 

Had Eſther been of the ordinary temper, as jolly and 
proud of her Majeſty and beauty as her predeceſſor Yafthz, 
how eafic had it been for her to have over-looked the cala- 
mity of her people? ſhe that before negle&ed her Husband 
her Soveraign, how would ſhe have here under-valued her 
ſervants, her ſubje&s ? her wiſe Ladies would have perſwa- 
ded her ; yea, ſhe would have ſaid her ſelf ir had been an un- 
neceſlary.anxiety, to have interrupted her mitth with the 
thought of their miſery ; a buſinefle beneath the! Srate of a 
Queen to undertake the reſcue of a few defpiſed Country- 
men, eſpecially with the hazzard of the forfeiture of her 
honour, the high diſpleaſure of the King, the danger of the 
Law, the hazzard of her life, the ſmall hope of ſucceſſe. This 
certainly would have been her voyce, if they per:ſh they pe- 
ri(þ , but Religious Eſther ſhe more eſteemeth of her pes- 
ples ſafety then her own, her life is bound up intheirs, if they 
periſh ſhe could not live, ſhe would have been more miſera- 
ble had ſhe ſurviv'd their Miſery; who could deſire to live 
when the Country is dead > all owe more to their Country 


' thento themſelves; this Either knew which thus ſtrengthned 


her eeſolution, together with the preſervation of her Religi- 
08:2 ſecond confideration. 7 pe 
2. Religicn is the very Nerves and finews of the Com- 
mon-wealth, the very heart and prime fountainof life 'and 
livelihood, the Crown, the glory of a Nation, the beauty 
the ſtrength, the perfetion, the Spirit, the ſoul of a King» 
dome ; -In;Religtonis Embarquedtite publike ſafety; when 
that is aimedat, the danger is dreadfull, the loſſe beyond re- 
covery ; Elr's heart trembled whilſt the Arke was in the 
feld, 1n doubtfull diſputation, but when be: beard the Arke 
| was 
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was taken, he fell from his ſeat, whoſe heart was ſooner bro- 
ken then his neck; yet with that he dyed 3 Happy death that 
made him not our-live the loſle of the Arke! none but 
Atheiſts that know no life but the preſent, but they make 
Religion the firſt thing. The Heathen is recorded to all ages, 
for the laying aſide his Father, Wife, and Children, and ta- 
king the care of his Country gods; few make Religion their 
buſineſſe, efpecially they that fir ar the top of the wheel, 
cloath'd in (fe rayment, dandled onthe knee and lul'd in the 
boſome of ſoveraignty; there are that will ſell P aradiſe-for 
Paris, and will launceno farther forth,then they may return 
ſafe again ; but Efther is of a more divine temper, ſhe ſtands 
up for the defence of her Religion ; In her Religion, ſhe ſaw 
the glory of God had founded ir, and it could not be ruin'd 
without a manifeſt hurt to the glory of that God which was 
dearer to -her then her own life: the third and laſt encou- 
ragement. 

Nothing is more dear, yea ſo dear to a Religious ſoul, as 
thegloryot God; the glory of its own ſonl 1s valued at a 
cheap rate in reſpe of this, Gods glory is the ſupream, the 
higheſt glory, the fun of glory; if that be darkned, though all 
the ſtars ſhine, it is tillnight, whereas if that ſhines 1n its 

lory, though no ſtars ſhine, yet it is day : Chryſo#ome pro- 
efſed he loved nor honoured Rome ſo much for her Antiqui- 
ty, her multitude of inhabitants, her ſumptuous fair buil- 
ings, the great priviledges and immunities of the Citizens, 
the bezuty and glory of the City, as for that the Lord of 
Glory was held forththere in the preaching of Peter and 
Paul: Heaven it ſelf is not ſo glorious, as a poor Country 
Village, where the King of glory is preached : Queen Eſther 
rather then theglory of God ſhould be obſcured by a black 
cloud of his ſervants blood) rather then the 'miſcarriage and 
downfall of Religion ſhould open the mouth of blaſbhemy 
to ſpit reproach 11 the face of _ people, ſhe will _ 
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her owne ſoul, lay her life ar pawn to; redeem the glory of 
God from ſuch an injury, F:2# dat amatilitatem, the end 
beaucifiesrhe enterprize; if any end can adde glory to any, 
ſurely this doth multiply on the head of E ter, ſhe is reſol- 
ved, aFum e#, it is done already in her unbended reſolution, 
ſhe cloaths her ſelf with Virtue>and purs on courage with her 
Fewels;Thus accompanied with Divine beauty,ard heavenly 
Valour » ſhe ſets forward to her already bleeding Nati- 
on ; her Weapons are faith and prayer,her Armour courage 
and reſolution, her Attendants beauty and virtue, her word 
Si pereo pereo, nor can danger, difticulty , or impoſſibi- 
-- | Death, nor Devill rurn her back again, Go 
I will, 

Thus you have heard with what cautions, with what cou- 
rage and wiſdome Queen Eſther, and by her Example, every 
zood Chriſtian ought to enter into a Reſolution; here was 
an abſolute integrity of all concurrencies, which made this 
reſolution good, ' acceptable to God, comfortable to her 
ſelf, profitable to her people ; The perſon that made ir fitly 
qualified, the end moving ſufficiently warrantable, the cir- 
cumſtances honeſt and ſeafonable, the means dire& and law= 
full : Here was nodefe&, iniquity and exorbitancy of any 
particular, but a generall combination of all requiſites : 
The Reſolution was neceſſary and religious, which will the 
better appear, if we compare what Queen Eſther did in Per- 
ſia, with what the Scriptures teſtifie the Saints and ſervants 
of God have done at other times, and ought to do at all 
rimes, which is my ſecond thing, the Do&rine and the 
confirmation of it. 

In the Cauſe of God, Religion, and our Countries, we are not 
to paſſe for periſhing, Gratious and algo ſpirits,neither 
are nor ought to be out-dared in the cauſe of God, Religion, 
and their Countries ſafety, by the fear and danger of pe- 


Tiſhing. 
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They that are on Gods ſide as Moſes proclaimed tn the gate, Exod.zz. 

they are to know neither father nor mother, but every oneto **: 
ſlay his brother companion and nerghbour, Chriſt teachech us Ro 
to hate father and mother and wife and children and Brethren, © 
and Sifters, yea, and our own lives alſo, when they ſtand in 
competition wich God ; Sainr Paul ſaith, 1 Cor. 16. 22. : Cor.16- 
If any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriit, let him be Anathema **' 
M aranatha;he ſpeaks not of the Jews and Heathens, but of 
Chriſtians; the Apoſtle bleſſerh thoſe and prayes for them 
that love Teſus Chriſt in ſinceriry, Epheſ, 6. 24. Grace be Eph.6.24. 
| with all them that love our Lord Jeſu Chrift in ſincerity, 25 the 
blefſing is ſo is the curſe, 4nathems Maranatha to them that 

love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ta ſincerity : None can love Je- 
ſus Chriſt in ſincerity, that love their lives before and above 
Chriſt. Saint Jerome proteſted he would trample upon Fa- 
ther and Mother, if they hindred his way to Chriſt ; Curſed 
be he, ſaid that noble Marqueſſe, that counts the whole world 
to one haures enjoyment of Jeſu Chri#, Saint Paul could not 
by the prayers and teares of his friends be kept back from go- 
ing to Hieruſalem (though the Spirit witneſſed, Bonds and 
afMli&ions did attend him there) why doye break my heart? for Aetsz1.ig, 
1 am ready not to be bound onely, but alfo to dye at Hieruſalem, 
for the Name of the Lord Jeſus ; Alltheir tears and intreaties 
| could no more prevail with him, then Dzav's did with 
Anea, when Jupiter commanded his deparrure ; For my bre- 
thren and kinſmen according to the fleſh, I could wiſh that my "9:3 
ſeIF were accurſed from Chrift : Moſes full of zeal and com- 
paſſion, when wrath was going forth againſt Iſrael» when the 
| deſtroying Angel was waving his ſword over them, hi ſword 
| furbiſhed and garniſhed tomake a fore ſlaughter, He bows his 
| knee to the father of Jeſus Chriſt, hecryeth our ; O thus peo- Exod.z2: 
ple have ſinned agreat ſin, and have made them gods of gold , 31, 3% 
Jet now if thou wilt forgive their fin : and if not. Hot me, 1 pray 
thee, out of thy Book, which thou haſt written, He ſpeaks after F* 
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the manner of men, in whom compaſſion and paiton ſtops 
paſſage to further ſpeech; an abrupt kind of ſpeaking, an 
imperfect ſentence,wherein much more is implyed then was 
expreſſed : Luther would to Wormes, though there were as 

many devils astiles; and Aztorins Marinaerins ſaid, ſtandi 
up inthe Councell of Trezt, Though heaven fall and the 
whole world run headlong, yet I will look up to thegood- 
neſſeof God, and though an Angel from heaven ſhould 
perſwade me the contrary, yet I would ſay 4zathema to 
him. A French Cavalzer proteſted for the recovery of Callis 
he would be content to lye two years in hell. A reverend Bi- 
ſhop lying at the point of death, ſpake zealouſly and ſoberly 
Me moriente let me dye ſo the Church may flouriſh. Sejar: 
with the hazzard of his own life did bear off the burthen that 
would have cruſht Ther: to death, and our Sartleger recei- 
ved the Arrow into his own breſt, that would have pierced 
the King to the heart. Thoſe Yorthzes did worthily,that pre- 
ſented - 4 firſt Petition at Tort, and this Parliament ſhall 
live for ever, for the firſt Remon#trance and ProteHation, 
This is a duty that we all owe to God, to our Relrgror and 
Country, which all that areeminently godly, truely religious 
and zealous Patriots, haveever preferred before their par- 
"ticular eſtates, honours, and Lives. I ſhall but com- 
mend one Precept to you, with an example to illu- 
| ſtrate and back it, you have them both in one verſe of the 
+ Joh.3. {ſame chapter, r Jobz 3. v. 16. Herety perceive wethe love 
Ys of” God, becauſe he hath laid down hs life for us, and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren,the ex2 mple is the higheſt 
that can be given, and the Preceprt in every word emphati- 
call ; weoughr in point of duty,it 15 not arbitrary nor volun- 
tary, aneceſſity lies upon us, and woe unto us sf we lay rot 
down our lives for the brethren, to lay down freely and of our 
ewn accord, not by conſtraint and of neceflity, but of choyſe 
and deſire ; Our lives the higheſt thing in our power, wy. 1? 
TREN 
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then our honours, our eſtates, our liberties, our priviledges, 
our preſent comforts, for the brethren, the Sainrs, the ſer- : 
vants of God. | 
The Reaſons that ſtrengthen this DoF#r:ne are mighty 
convincing, and ſtrong to invite if got to inforce the obedt- 
ence tO it. 
This we ought to do in point of Equity, Honour, and Reaſon 1 
Policy. 
I. j' point of equity, what can we ſtake in Gods cauſe 
* and our Countries, that we have nor received from God and 
for Gods purpoſes ? The Lord hath made all things for him- 
ſelfe, the Lord found nothing made to his hand ; what is 
there in heaven and earth,thar can ſtand out againſt God and 
ſay, 1 made my ſelfe, it was a blaſpheming fin, no fin of igno- 
rance, which King Pharoah belched forth, ho ti the Lord 
that I ſhould obey his woyce to let Iſrael go> I know xot the Lord, Exod.s.2. 
neither will I let 1ſraetgo : Thegreat Turke blaſphemed God 
in heaven, when he cryed out ; O God haſt thou not enough 
to do with thine own buſineſlſe in heaven, but thou intereſt- 
eth and interpoſerh thy ſelf with mine on earth; it was ſordid 
&baſe flattery, Jupzter in cali, God ruleth inheaven,Ceſar on 
earth;the Tyra ſet his mouth ag1inſt heaven when he ſaid, /s 
not this great Babylon that 1 hPue tuilt for the houſe of the King- 
dome, bythe might of my power, and for the honour of my Majeſty? Dan.4.30 
And as God made all himſelf,fo he made all for himſelf, whe 
he made them,he made no overture of his intereſt & proprie- 
ty: All that man hath,8all that man 1s,is from God,and ther- 
fore all that he hath and all that he is,muſt be for God,Of beim 
and to him,there is S. Pauls Alpha and Omega; when Goden- 
dowed man with the greateſt truſt, power, and prerogative ; 
when he made him his Vice-Roy,hus Vicegerent, his Lieute- 
nant General], when he gave the foul of the Ayre, the beaſt 
of the field, the fiſh in the ſea, the trees inthe Garden to his Y 
command, yet then the Lord laid _ reſtraint, &«t of the tree 
2 in 
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inthe midſt of the Garden thou ſhalt net eate , That tree could 
then baffle Adam, when all the creatures beſides would bow 
unto him, and give homage and obedience, thenthat would 
ſtand upright and ſay, Adam touch me not, paſſe by, lay no 
hand on me, left thou dyeft , what can we lay out for Gogd, 
which we have not received from God, & for Gods purpoſes? 
if we lay out much of our ſilver and gold for God, God ther- 
fore hath given us much becauſe we ſhould uſe much ; Of 
thine oun ſaith David we have gruen unto thee, when the 
Kings and Princes offered liberally towards the building of 
the Temple; If we have large parts, hearts and heads inlar- 
ged as the ſand on the ſea ſhore,ſo rhat we had as manychoiſe 
notions as fands on the ſea ſhore, God intended to make 
large uſe of them; Yſedome and Underſtanding calls God Fa- 
ther, life it ſelf was beſtowed on man by God, that it might 
bebeſtowed on God by man; The Lord Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf received a body, not that he needed a body, but that with 
that body he might ſerve the great defignof Gods Predeſti- 
ration,and ſo he underſtood and acknowledged it , -4 4ody 
haſt thou prepared for me, 1 come to ao thywill O God, The 
whole Church reſolves according to this, My heloved i mine 
and I am bir, He is mine in all he hath, he is mine in all he 
did, in all he ſuffer d ; he for my ſake encountred with the 
malice of men, with the rage of devils, with the wrath of 
God, and therefore good reaſon I ſhould be His, His in all I 
have, Hisinall Tam, His in all I can do and ſuffer : O ſaith 
Spira, Were it with me as in times poſt, 1 would ſcorn the threats 
of the mo#t cruell Tyrant with invincitle Reſolution, and glory 
1a the outward profeſſion of Chriſt, till I were choaked in the 
flame and my tody conſumed to Aſhes : Certainly they are to 
be beg'd as fools, 2nd tobe efteem'd as mad, that rife againſt 
the Parliament that hath ſtood for them; we have received 
all from God, Judge ye, owe we not all to God? isnot this 
equall ? 

Y n 
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In point of Honour ; They that honour me 4 them will x 
honour, God honours them rhart are of publike Spirits, that 
will lay out themſelves and what they have for God; the 
greateſt title of honour among the Komars, was to be inti- 
tuled patres patree, they had divine honours and were enrol'd 
among the Godsz the name of Qu/ztes Curtizs, of Attilius 
Regulus, of Papilius Decius the father and ſon, others are fa- 
mous and renouned to this day; Conſtantine had- rhe name 
great, and Theodofius hadthe name goos, not fromthe great- 
neſſe of their Empire, but from the goodneſle of their Religi- 
on. You have ſtudyed'to ſer marks of honour upon them'rhar 
have jeoparded their lives in the high places of the Earth. 
King Dar:«s upon atime opening a great Pomegranate, and 
beirigasked of what he would wiſh to have as many as there 
were grains inthat Pomegranate» heanſwered preſently, So 
many Zoperaſſes , Zoprrus was a Valiant and Noble Com- 
mander, who ſeeing the King his Maſter could hardly ſur- 
prize Batylon, where the trayterous Aſſyriazs 'were intren- 
ched, put in execution this wonderfull and ſtrange Strara- 
gem, he cauſed his ſervants to rent his whole body all over 
with ſcourging, to ſlit his noſe, to cut his lips and eares then 
flying covertly to BaZylon he made the AfHrians beleeve 

Darius had uſed him ſo, becauſe he had ſpoken in their be- 
half, councelling him to break up his ſiege and to remove his 
Army from aſſaulting them ; they beleeving the ſtory, ſee- 
ing his Maſſacred and diſ-figured body, they gave him the 
firſt command by which means he delivered them and the 
City into Darias power. When the Lord Jeſus heard of 
the faith of the Centurion, the Text ſayes, He wonared, *tis 
read, he honoared it , this raiſeth a man above himſelf, and 
ſheweth that he hath —_ chen man, ein hf hat-of God in 
him ; as there cannot be a greater reproach, ignominy and 
obloquyuponthe nameof any,then of frhem har have berray- 
ed their Country, their names ſhalt rot for ever , and their 
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-inherir it. The fezs tothis day when they read this Hiſtory 


far nought 2 God is 20t 209: canmot te a. barren wilderneſſe, He 


typ 


memorials ſhall periſh, ir is their curſe, and lettheir heires 


of- Eſther, asoften as mention is made of Hamaz, they ſtamp 
with their fect, frown, knock with their hands, ſhout and 
make an hydeous noyſe : the name of the gunpowder Tray- 
tors is abhord, and is in execration to this = and after ages 
will abominate their baſeneſſe and villanies, that have lifted 
up their hand againſt the Parl:ament; but the Eſfthers, the 
Moraicat's, the Religious Patriots, that have ated in the 
ſphere, the brave ſouldiers whoſe lives were not dear wnto 
> rw, the faithfull Miniſters, the Horſemen, the Chariors 
of 1ſrael, they ſhall behad ineverlaſting remembrance,rheir 
names ſhall be perperuated to all generations, and their me- 
mory ſhall live for ever ; 7ae! ſhall beblefſed above'women, 
and D4vtd for killing Gol:ah ſhal marry the Kings daughter, 
and his houſe ſhall be free in 1feel; He is worthy, He loved 
our Nation and hath built us a Synagogue. Where ever (ſaith 
Chriſt) this Goſpel ſhall Ze preached tm the whole world, there 
ſball alſo this, that this woman hath done, for a memoriall of her, 
Pilate is gibbited up inthe Creed for condemning Chriſt, 
whilſt Chriſt for dying for his people, 7s exalted above all 
prencipalities and powers, 

In point of Policy, were therenothing but ſelf, ſelf ſecu- 
rity and ſafety, yet this would prompt us co it, Chriſt layeth 
it down as an irrefragable Axiom,Lute 17.3 3.He that loſeth 
hrs life ſhall preſerye it 4, No man cangruea cup of cold water, 
but ſhall have his rewgrgl. :» who ſaith God hath ſhut my door 


that hath pitty on the poor, lenzeth unto the Lord,and that which 
he hath grven will he payhim again: read what Mordecattold 
Eſther.when her fear at: firſtprevailed with her, chap. 4: 
V. I 3,14+ Think pot-with thy, ſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape in the 
Kings houſe more then all tbe Jens, for if thow altagether boldeſt 
eace at this time, thep fball there enlargement and delive- 
wa rance 
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rance ariſe to the Jews from another place, but thou and thy fa- 
| thers houſe ſhall be deſtroyed , and who knoweth whether thou be 

come to the Kingdome for ſuch a time as this, A gratious ſpirit 
cannot enjoy it ſelf, while rhe publike is in danger ; that 
Hiſtory is worthy your obſerving though Apocryphall : 
Aſi Tar 


from the reſt inſtantly dryes away, inthe ſea it lives whiles 
the ſea lives : one ſouldier from the Army in continuall 
danger, in the Army ſafe : certainly that policy is folly, that 
councel fooliſhneſle, that leaves men to themſelves to di- 
vide from the whole. He that bottles all the Tears, that num= 
breth all the hayres, that ponareth all the ſteps, that keepeth all 
the Bones, ſo that not a tear ſhall be loſt, not a hair fall, not 
a foot daſh againſt a ſtone, not a bone break: if God takes 
care ofthe tears, the hairs, the out-goings, the bones of his 
people, how much more for their Liberty, for their liveli- 
hood,for their blood, for their lives, for their bodies, for their 
ſouls > peruſe the ſacred book of God, ſearch all the An- 
nals, the Hiſtories, the Records of the Bible, and finde me 
one, one example, one man, one woman, that ever wereof 
publike ſpirits that did but lay ro heart the miſeries of the 
Country, that did butweep and mourn for the Abomina- 
tions and Deſolations, and ſee if God did not ever preſerve 
them, if he was not a SanRauary,a City of Refage,a hiding place, 
a Royall-Patiliontothem ; I could give twenty inſtances, 
how God hath preſerved them, Ezoch, Noah, Lot, Jeremy, 


Barach, E beamelech, God gives in expreſle charge, Ezek.g.4. Excc, g.q; 


Gothrowgh the midi of the City, through the mid it of Feruſa- 
lem, and ſet a mark upon the forebeads of them that ſigh and that 
ety for all the 4 bomingations that be done in the mid#t thereof: 
 Certainlythey that will not periſh for their Country, ſhall 
periſh without it or with it, whereas they that care nor to 

D periſh 


is ſafer in the fire then ſeparate alone ; how eaſe x Eſdr. 9, 
may it bequenched? joyn'd tothe reſt ir preſerves ir ſelf, and OI 
may burn them that ſeek to extinguith it: a drop taken * 
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periſh, ſo that their Country perifh not, they may be ſavi- 
ours ro themſelves and to the Country ; neither they nor the 
Country ſhall periſh, witneſſe the ſucceſſe and iſſue of this 
Reſolution of Eſthers per:ſhing : and thus much for the Ob- 
ſervation and Confirmation; I come in the third and laſt 
place to the Uſe and Application. . 

Learn, God ſometimes brings his people into a periſhing 
condition,he leaves them hopelefle and helpleſſe,as Orphans 
and Widdows ; the Jews they were at this time in a low and 
ſad condition, the Decree was gone forth , the day was aſ- 
ſigned, the Execurioners ready; rhe 1ſrael of God they have 
been 4s 4 valley of dead & dry bones,without sktn,without fleſh, 
witheut life, the Church of God as 1ſaar,hound hand and foot, 
the knife at the throat, the fire burning , as Jonab in the belly 
of the whale, in hell, as Chri(t in the Grave. How deſperate 
was the condition of the Jewiſh Eftate, in the Reign of King 
Abazthey were ſo low,that they knew not by what poſlibly 
they could riſe again; God ſaidto him, 4ske a fignof the Lord 
thy God, ache it erther in the depth or tn the height above, But 
Abaz ſaid I will not askezand why would not he? He thought 
nothing in heaven, nor inearth could do him good. 1ſraet 
was in Egypt as a burning Lamp ina ſmoaking furnace, as 
Abraham ina deep ſleep, full of horror and of great dark- 
nefſe; in Babyloz as a Lyon dead-in Romeas men kild, whoſe 
bodies lie unburied; the Church ſometimes paſſerh through 
the waters, through the Rivers, through the fire, chrough the 
fAlame.Chriſt the head of the Church (therefore much more 
the Church)was as a P/azt or Root,in adryground, without 


Male 3» forme, without comelinefie, without beauty ;, deſpiſed, rejefied 


of men, 4 man. of ſorrows, one acquainted with griefes, Yeathe 
Heroes, the worthies, they of the firſt Three, they are ſome- 
times neceſſitated ro pafſe through the Pikes', to break 
through an Hoſt-an Army, togaina little water. You your 
ſelves the Werthues of the Kingdome, have you nor ſeverall 
times 
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times received the ſentence of death within your ſelves?have 
you not been at your ſtands, ar your loſſe, God will raiſe up 
Mountains of oppoſition that you may be nothing in your 
ſelves, that you may be all in him. 

Let them periſh that bring che people: of God into the 
hazard of periſhing. Hamanthe common enemy that plot- 
ted and contrived the utrer ruin of the ' people of God, was 
himſelf hanged upon the ſame gallowsrhat he prepared for 
Mordecai, —ec lex eſt juſtior— Nor did Haman dye alone, 
25 the head of the Malignant partee, but Hamarns ter ſons 
drank of the ſame cup; yea, they that would have ated in fo 
helliſh a deſign, the Jews put tothe ſword 76000 men; it is 
worthy of your obſervation, the Jews that ſtood up for their 
Liberties, for their Religion, yet the Text twice expreſly 


Records, That they layd not thery hands on the Prey. See what Efth. 9. c. 
the Grheonttes asked of David, 2 Sam.» 1.2,4,5,6.#hat ſhall Io, V.16. 
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1 do for you, and wherewith ſhall I make the Atozement, that 
ye may bleſſe the inheritance of the Lord? And the Gibeonites 
ſaid unto him, Ve will bave no ſilver nor gold of Saul, nov of his 
houſe, neither for us ſhalt thou kill any man in Iſrael, And hs 
ſaid, what ye ſhall ſay that will 1 ds for you: And they anſwered 
the King, The man that conſumed us, and that deviſed againſt 
*, that we ſhoald be deſtroyed for remaining in any of the coafts 
of Iſrael, Let ſeven men of his ſons be delfvered unto u'y, and we 
will hang them up unto the Lord tz Gibeah of Saul, whom the 
Lord aid chuſe; And the King ſaid, 1 will give them, I do 
not deny but the Law of God, doth itſelf allow compoſiti- 


on for mens live*, men may in ſome caſes redeem their lives £242: 


with their Eſtates. 1/mae/did not flay them that ſaid, They 


had treaſure x the field : But if there be any whom God 'hath jer. 41.8, BY 
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marked out for deftruRtion, they that give their lives to 
them, their lives may go for their lives, Curſed he he that doth 
the worke of the Lord negligently, All 2renot involved inthe 
ſameguilt, that are in the ſame Action; 200 joyned them- 
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ſelvesro A #ſolor in his treaſonable praRiſe,yet they went in 
the ſimplicity of their hearts : Yer there are a partee that are 
leaders to the blind,that F#ſtzce may not ſhut her eye againſt 
them; in Baylor there are ſome that have not rhe mark of 
the Beaſt upon them, they areto be invited, to be called our, 
tro be received 1n » bat they that have the name, the number, 
the marke of the beaſt, they muſt dye without mercy, and 
like milſtones &e thrown 1nto the midſt of the Lake that burneth 
with fire and brimſtone : the commands of God are not onely 
Revel,18. peremptory, Reward her even as ſhe hath rewarded you , and 
6, double unto ber double according to her works, in the cup that ſhe 
hath filled fill to her double :but a bleſſedneſle is promiſed to 
Pſa.137.8. them that execure this command : O- daughter of Batylon 
ob who art to be deftroyed, happy ſhall he be that rewardeth thee as 
thou ha it ſerved us, Hppy hall he be that taketh and daſheth 
thy little ones again#t the ſtones: peruſe thatof the Lament a- 
tions and you ſhall ſee who they are rhat are to be deſtroyed, 
Lam;3.64, 2d how to be deſtroyed ; Render wato them a recompence O 
55,66, LDordaccording unto the work of therr hands, give them ſorrow of 
heart, thy curſe unto them,perſetute axd deſtroy them in anger, 
from under the Heavens of the Lord: | Give them ſorrow of heart ] 
there is their charaQer, there is' their marke by ' which they 
are ſer out for deſtruction, there is that black beane, that fa- 
rall robe which defigns them for death; the margent of your 
Bible reads it, g7ve them obſtrnacy of heart, an hard heart isa 
oreat evill; but an heart hardned, an obſtinate heart, obſti- 
nacy of heart, ſuch aheart that will not, that cannor be ſoft- 
ned : one reads 1t give them a veil upontheir heart, they up- 
on whoſe heart there is a vail, that when Gods hand tc lifted up 
they will not ſee : give them a ſhield upon their heart, a ſhield 
not to defend them trom the fiery darts of Sathan, but as the 
Interlineary gloſle reads it,ze penetrentur jaculo predicationts, 
The fin againſt the holy Ghoſt is unpardonable, and could 
zh we.diſtintly know that ſin, men ſhould nor pardon it _ 
by , # racn 
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then God; blaſphemy was to be puniſhed by death, this fin 
the higheſt blaſphemy ; 1 beleeve there are many ar this day 
that are guilty of this fin; to ſin againſt mighty convince- 
ment (ſo Chriſt argueth againſt the Phariſees) 15 to ſinthis 
fin; they that fight againſt God as the Jews did that oppoſed 
Stephen, who were not able to reſiſt 'the ſpirir 'by which he 
ſpake, yet they were cut totheir heart, they gnaſhed on him 
with their teeth, they Ropped their eares, they ſtoned him 
ro death; if ſome are not guilty of this fin againſt the holy 
Ghoſt, yet there are many that are guilty of that fin which 
is unto death, of thar fin which leads unto death, which ſhall 
never return again, that have ſtood our againſt the Word of 


God, the Providences of God,the mercies of God, that have 


grieved the Holy Spirit, reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt, quenched 
the Spirit and done deſpight unto the Spirit of grace: 


Chriſt would not ſpare the figtree above three 'years; they . 


that ſtand our this year, after the maſter of the Vineyard 
hath been at ſogrear coſt, and harh taken ſo-great pains, after 
he hath done ſogreat things, that heaven - and earth are aſto- 
niſhed, I fear not to ſay, they have find this fin which is to 
death, which God will not, which men ſhould nor. pardon : 
bur if your charity be yet above my faith, That you beleeve 
there arethat have not ſind, neither the one nor the other, 
yet your ſencecryes loud unto you, they have ſhed innocenr 
blood, pretious blood, the blood of the ſons of God, which 
God will not, nor you may not pardon ; rhey have not: 
onely fil'd Zeruſalem, ſhed the bloodof ny of your Citi- 
zens, but they have fil'd England, Scotland, rreland, with 
blood; Recompence them accor ding to their worke, they whoſe 
{word hath made many childleſle, let your ſword maketheir 
mothers childlefſe, Recompence them according to therr work, 
yea, givethem double not onely according to the work of 
their hands, but according to the miſchief: of their heart, 
which farexceeds the work of rheirhands, yea it is double 
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uito'itz and therefore God which ſees their bloody minds, 
bids his people recompence them according to what they 
havedone, double unto them according to what they would 
have done : -It was a bloody ſpeech of one, once your priſo- 
tier, now: Governour of a ſtrong bold, that yet ſtands our a- 
gainſt you : Tf rhe King commanded him, he would not care 
but glory in irs to burn all the Cities of the Kingdome » to 
lay the Land as Sedome and Gomorrah, to ſow this Garden of 
Eden with ſalt. O let not theſe ſons of Zerveah that have 
ſhed thebloodof war in peace, and have put the blood of 
war upon theirgirdle, and in their ſhooes that were on their 
feet» let not their hoary head go down to the grave in peace, 
they havebeen the txoublers of 7//2e44 God and you trouble 
them; enter into your chamber and ſhut the doors upon you, 
and then revolve again and again all the fad toriesof theſe 
mens cruelty, ſum up whatever lofſe or dammage the three 
Kingdomes have ſuffered by them ; yea, exaR not the prin- 
cipall buttheutmoſ farthing of Uſe and Intereft : Our Sa- 
viour Chriſt tels the Phariſees, That they have fil'd the mea- 
ſureof their ſins, and that they had brought upon them all the 
righteous blood ſhed upon the earth, from the Elond of Righteous 
Abell, unto the blood of Z achartass ſor of Barachias , whom they 
ſtew between the Temple and the Altar:theſe men are guilry of 
allthe blood thar hath been ſhed in this Kingdome, in the 
cauſe of Liberty, of Preveleage, of Religion, God will lay all 
the blood to theircharge, he will not looſe one drop of the 
blood of his Saints. Avels blood yet cryes for vengeance : 
God when hecomes to make Inquiſition for blood, he will ac- 


cont fer every drop of 5lood, he that pardons all other fins,will 


not pardon innocent blood. Teares ſhall not wipe away the 
ouilt of blood, Reformation cannot hinder when God in- 


quires forblood; God may defer his Viſitation, yet come he 


will, and he will enquire whether there be any of the houſe 
of Badyloz alive, to make reſtitution for blood. The ſame 
| Spirir 
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Spirit that atuated Canto kill his brother Atel, aRuated 
the Phariſees to kill the ſervants rhe ſons of God: the ſame 
have aftuated theſe men to kill the Saints. The devill was 4 
Murtherer from the beginning, the whole world lies in the wic- 
ked one, they all walk by the ſame bloody principles, they 
havethe ſame inraged ſpirit, with the ſame helliſh rage 
which reacheth up to heaven» by which they have fhed any 
of the blood of rhe Saints, they would have ſhed all; if all 
the blood that were ſhed from AZel/to rhis times did rnn in 
the veines of any one child of God, they would open thar 
vein, and let out that blood, and ſpill ic as water upon the 
ground : Caligula's bloody wiſh is in all their hearts, O that 
all the Saints and ſervants of God had but one kead, that 
with one blow I might ſtrike it off. 

Neither let your eyes ſpare, though there are great ones 
that are guilty ; Queen Yaſth: too curiouſly wedded to the 
obſervation of the Perſian Law which inhibits women to be 
ſeen of ſtrangers, andcoo much doting upon her own beauty 
and Majeſty,refuſethto come, though the King ſends a firſt 
and ſecond time, and therefore ſhe ſhall never come more; £4, ;:,c. 
the King and his Councell Decree it, and give a Morall :7, 18. 
Reaſon forit z greatneſſe and wickednefſe may not twinto- 
gether, Princeshave not any licence to offend;Queens chem- 
felves have not an 04fante for fin: Tisthe miſeryof great- 
neſſe, the offence is as great as the offender, the fin as fove- 
raign as the Perſon, grear Perſons do not fo much, commit 
ſin asteach it; their difobedience' is ever Maſculine, and it 
begers followers of it, as of their Perſons; rhey areof adiffu- 
ſiveand ſpreading nature. The higheſt'' Court may reach the 
higheft P erfons, Cauſes and not Perſons are to be heard in ,,_. 4” 
Your P ar{iament : Tle conclude thiswiththat of rat 6. wa 

«ver. 26. Whoſoever will not do the Law of thy God, worthe: 
aw of the King, let judgement be executed ſpeedily upon bim,,. 
whether it be unto death or to baniſhment , or to confiſcation of 
goods. or to Impriſonment.. | | | Let 
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Letnot them Per:ſb,that have adventured rhe periſhing, 
that you & the Kingdome might not periſh; Eſther found ta- 
vor inthe eies of the #172 & the krng gave her Hamans houſe: 
It was the Picty of D4v:4that he inquired #hethey there was 
ary of the houſe of Saul, that he might ſhew the k:1ndueſſe of 
God unto him: and it was a commendable cuſtome in the 
Courts of Perſia, to have the good Adts of the Subjets 
Chronicled; Aordecat was found in the Hitory,and the King 
highly advanced him for it, Would you be pleaſed to peruſe 
your own Records, you may finde ſome places, thar now 
like Mordeca: lyes fad and deſolate in the gate, that did you 
admirable ſervice, whereof you did rejoyce and glory : 
pardon my zeal if I name the Town and Pariſh of az- 
cheer unto you, a Town famous for Religionever ſince the 
Reformation ; beleeve it, it hath been a Goſhen, a place of 
light, when moſt places of the Land have been places of 
darkneſſe, it hath been an hiding-place, a place. of refuge 
and ſanctuary againſt the Tyranny of Prelacy,: the ſtormes 
and tempeſt of perſecution; They were with the firſt chat 
jeoparded themſelves inthe high places of the Earth, that 
ventured the per:ſhing in the cauſe of God & the Kingdome; 
They offered themſelves willingly amongſt the people, and 
they:-laid out themſelves in what they had forthe publike 
ſervice yea, I know there were that like the VViddow 
threw it all their treaſure into the publike Treaſury ; 
God did great things by them and for them; I fear not-to 
ſay they-preſerved the-North; Aancheifer was the pub- 
like: Magazine, the.$anQuary to;poor Exiles, the Priſon to 
proud Enemies, the Bulwark to'the County; but now ſhe 
firs like a V iddow deſolate, the hand of God hath lately 
gone Out againſt them , the onely Town untouch'd by the 
Enemy, and the onely town in all the County ftroke of 
God: The Prieſts the Miniſters of the Lord, that did bear 
che Ark of God upon their ſhoulders, there were may of 
| em 


% 
— — Hed coac, 


fs. before the Homurable Howſt of Commons, *5 


them in thar Pariſh, atid now I kiiow but one, otje alone as 
Elish lefttodo the ſervice of the Lord, 4tid-he is upoti 
tipto&gready to take his flight, ſcarce Having bread (ttt! gb 
the wickedneſſe of the tires the great tevenies of 't 
Church being unjuſtly withheld from him) to pur into his 
childrens mouth : the VWals of the Garrifbi) they moulder 
away, and what the Enemy could hever do, time hath made 
wide breaches in their Works, and there is not at this time 
that I know of, five ſouldicrs £6 keep the Gartiſon ; rheſt 
things ina Petition, they have lately laid at your feet : Give 
me leave in theirs and others behalf to ſay, Let not ſo great 
labour of Love be forgotten, Let the bleſſing of them that 
are ready to periſh be upon you, Comfort them, yea cotnfort 
them according to the time wherein they have beers affliBed;yea, 
give them doable for what they have done, * 
There are many Uſes that I could make of this Dorine, 
bur time and ftrengeh would both fail me. I will conclude 
all with 2 ſhort meditation; petirle t K1mgs 22. 19, 20. 11, 
And be ſaid hear thou therefors tht' Word of the Utrd, 7 ſa 19, 29. 
the Lord fitting upon his Throne, wind all the Hoſt of heatets 
fanding by him, on his right hand and on his left : Atd the 
Lord ſata, who ſhall perſwade Ahab, that he may goup and fall 
at Ramath Gilead? and ond ſaid 01 this trianmier and znothe# 
ſaid ori that, Be pleaſed to conceive 4' Parliament ar "this' 
time conveen'd in Heaven, and God on his Throne ask 
this Queſtion, Shall I deſtroy Eagian4? And fo fome An- 
ſwers after this manner and ſome aftet that. 
One ſtands up and ſayes, England mftbe deſttoyed, £1; 1: - 
jab a bold and daring man; he makes intercefion to God 4- 
gainft 7ſrael, Lord they bave killed thy Prophets, end digged 
own thine Altars, thou hait conſumed with the Spirit of thy 
mouth, and haft confumedwith the brightneſſe of thy cimmiing, 
the great Amichrit, the Grand Impeſtey,” the tran of fin, 
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ſon of. Ferdition, the wicked one ; and behold there are many 
Antichriſts, many wicked ones that are riſen up in the 
room of him, there are little Foxes rhart ſpoyl the Vines, 
thoſe Vines thar have tender Grapes, andthey are not taken 


away. ' "; '1 

A Second ſeconds the former, and ſaith , England muſt 
be deſtroyed, there is a great cry of injuſtice, of oppreſſion, 
of wrong, of injury, blood toucheth blood, Courts of Ju- 
tice, Committees, are Couns of Robbery and ſpoyl, the 
poor\(heep flyesto the buſh for ſhelter and loſeth his fleece: 
Papiſts, Malignants compound, and they opprefſe their 
poor Tenants, that have engaged themſelves 1 the publike 
for the Lord againſt their lords. 

_ Athirdafſentsto whar the two former hath ſaid, Eg- 
land'muſt be deſtroyed, wrath is begun among ſtthem,they 
begin to imbrue their hands in each others blood, and be- 
cauſe others cannot murther them, they will. kill one ano- 
ther : Lord what fears, what ſuſpicions; what jealpaſics, 
what ſad diviſions amongſt thine own-people ! they thar 
Afli&ion made friends, proſperity makes enemies ;z- they 
whom one heaven will contain, one Church cannot. 

A fourth confirmes and. concludes with the three for- 
mer, E:glazd muſt be deſtroyed, they have broke the Cove- 
nant, they havefalfified rhe Oath of God; Oaths.and Cove- 
nants are like Sampſors coards, every one makes uſe ofthem 
rotheir own Intereſts. To theſe agreed many more, there 
wa$a great cry heard inthe houſe, Down prith it, down with. 
it, ever tothe ground: God looked from his throne. and 
wondred there was not one” found, not one to ſtand in the 
Gap, to make an Atonement, to ſpeak in the behalf of 
England. | | 

- After a ſhort ſilence, one aroſe from his. ſeat atid faids»: + 
Lord wilt thou deſtroy England, Englend for whom "1 
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haſt done ſo great things, amongſt whom thou haſt magni- 
fied thy Name, haſt done Wonders, hat Nation i there ſo 
great, who hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord theis God ws, 
ra ah 1 ings they have called gpon him for 7 and what 'Nation 
is there ſo great, that have” Statutes 2hd 'judgemenrs fo 
righteous > Askenowof the dayes that ave palt ack were be. Deu 4. 
fore thee, ſince the day that God created man- upon Eavth,' and 3135 3% 
aske from the one fide of heaven unto the other, whether there 
hath been any ſuch thing, as thit great thing is, 'or hath been 
heard like it ? Did ever people hear the Voyre of God ſpeaki 
owt of the midſt of the fire, as thou hait heard and lfte ? heh 
God aſſayed to go & take him aN ation from the mtd(t of another 
N at ion, ty temptation, by ſignes, atid by wonders, and by War, 
and Ly a mighty hand,and by a ftretchedout Arme, ard by gyeat 
terrors, according to all that the Lord your God did for you in 
Egypt before your eyes ? God never did more by Joſaah," by 
M acchabens, by Alexander, by the King of Sweden, then 
by the Parliaments Army this year ; wilt thou deftroy whar 
thine hand hath done? what will the Atheiſts, the Papiſts, 
the Malignants ſay, Surely God was nor able to ſaverhem? 
ſave them for thy great Names ſake, | a 
- A ſecond arifeth and ſaith;Eng/azdmuſt not be deſtroyed, 
Lord wilt thoa deſtroy a righteo« Nation, if there be fifty, {In 
ty, thirty, twency, ten, righteous there? ſhall ot the Judge of 
all the Earth do that that wright 2there areſeven thouſand at 
leaſt that have not bowed their knees ro- Baal, thete are fixt) 
thouſand and more; yea'then'fixty hnndted thouſand, that 
cannot diſcern betwixt the right hand atid the lefr ; thou ne- 
ver didſt deſtroy a praying, a reforming people, wilt thou 
now do what was reveriti thy thoughts before? | þ J604 i 
A'third ariſfeth -after "the ſecond and 'pteads' the ſame 
cauſe; Evgland tmuſt not be'defttoyed); there is'a Parliament 
inthe midſt of them, _— great value, 'God _ 
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| been amongſithem andinthe midſt of them, and they are 


Kill 3Ring for God and the Kingdomes ſafety , did ever 
Parl1qment periſh before? | 
 Akerallrbeſethe fourth ariferh , that there might- not 
appear fewer r0\geak, for,. then there wasto ſpeak againſt 
England, England rayſt not be deſtroyed, they cannot dye 
alone, the three Kingdomes muft dye with them, yea t 
Prateſtant Churches throughout the warld; haſt rhou not 
ſaid, 7 bat hell gates ſbal{ not progail- ageiuſt thy peeple i 

To theſe many more joyn'd in heart and Vore; there was a 
confiderable partee of both ſides,nor could it be determin'd 
whether had more voyces, —_— {pake for the deftruti- 
on-or they that ſpake for the ſalvation of Exglazd : and har 
ving ſaid they were ſilent; 4nd behold as we read inche Reve- 
lation there was 12 beauen great ſilence for balf an houre, bath 
fides waiting for Gods determination ; at laſt God in his 

orious Majeſty, rayſed himſelf from his Throne, and effe- 
Yally ryed out, How ſhall 7 give thee up England, how ſhaKl 
I gxye bo vp 2 and ſo without Concluſion and finall decer- 
mination, diſſolvedthe Seſſion, to the admiration and.aſfto- 
niſhment of both parties. 

Beloved,thetruth is we are yer in ag uncertain and Jouhe- 
lcondition». none knows what the ſentence ſhall. be at 
laſt, what God will do with us; God hath already done as 
much above our hopes as our deſerts, God hath lengrhned 
Out ourtr (54 ran hath given ys a breathing rime-great 
S$alvationhe hath wronghe for-us, he hath given us Liberty 
and opportunityto work our ſaFuation math fear and trembling 
beleeveit the Lord waits for ſomething from ws; O yee 
that are the Lords remembrancers, ye Senators, ye Mini- 
Fers, yep eople, {peak often in his ears, give the Lord no 
reſt, ye 1ſreelof God, yeraighty-Prevces of the Lord, the 
Wen 20d women of Prayer, Q' all ye what are heloree n 
r 


bE—— y — =—_ mT 
-- . = 4 # 


before the Henourable Houſe of Commons. 


Lord this day, this Faſting day, open your mouthes wide 
unto the Lord, ask great things of God, ye Nocks, ye Da- 
aiels, ye obs, ye Moſes, ye Aarous, ye Jeremiabs, ye Ba- 
ruchs, plead Englands cauſe with God, and let not God 
go till he hath left che bleſſing behind him O pray, pray» 
pray with ſtrong cryes and groans, pray away what ever it 
is > wherher perſon or things, that keeps God from ns; Ef#- 
her, Mardesar, they of Shufaz, they prayed Hamas and all 
the Conſpirators dead rogether; Hamanand his wiſe Coun- 
ſellors, they for twelve Moneths together uſed Divi- 
nation and Inchanrment : Eſther in three dayes praying, 0- 
verthrew what they were contriving twelve Moneths; no- 
thing can ſtand againſt Prayer, Prayer is omnipotent, it'is 
2 Commander of the Heavens, a Controuler of the Ele- 
ments, it commands God himſelfe; one prayerfull Chri- 
Kian may do morethen ten thouſand beſigg ; let not then 
God go, lay hands upon him, pray the ſentence on your 
fides ' You that are the Parliament of England, a& firong- 
ly for God, a& like your ſelves according to the truſt re- 
poſed in'you. Did Putin Scipto 2 private man kill Tybe- 
ris Gracchay that did bur lightly weaken the Common- 
wealth> and ſhall we that are Conſuls, faith the Conſul of 
Rome, let Catalize alone to work 2 common-deſtrution?let 
not Maligzants reſt quiet a | you, there can be no 
ſafety toour Country,toour Religion whiles fach miſcre- 
ants lurk in our dwelling, little know we what Gun-pow- 
der Plots are now inhatching, and how neer they areto the- 
Birth, 'whilt the Pope remains at Rowe and the Devil in 
Hel, and their Agents in England, the ſons of darkneſſe 
will be ſtill working in the vaule of Darkneffe, ro ruine the 
children of light; ſhew not the leaft countenanee to the 
detefiable Neutrality that is praQtiſed by many : God. 
writes inhis books, write you in yours, all Neuters Ene- 
3. mics 
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mies, all chat are not for you againſt you. The Hedgebog 
the H gt of rhe Newter, hath two holes the one to- 
wards the South, the other toward\rhe North; when the 
South wind blows, ſhe flops that hole that is-toward the 
North; when the Norrh wind blows, ſhe tops that towards 
theSouth;ſuch urchins are allTemporizers thar halt betwixt 
rwo opinions: And as for Apoſtates that are falſ ro theirCo- 
venant and to your State,let not your eye pitty them, let not 
your hand ſparethem, execute juſtice to the enemies of the 
Common-wealth, ſhew mercy with favour to your friends. 
You my Beloved in rhe Miniſtery,be zealous for God; if 
God bids us prophecy, 2ufus conſult and locus, no choile is 
then beſt; that Roman Magnanimity muſt then take place, 
neceſſe ut eas non wt UMas, Silvanus and Timotheus 
torily told the Emperor, Power thou haſt O Emperor to 
puniſh us,but rodrive us from the Tenets of our fore- 
fathers : Euſehiws.refuſed to deliver Court antius the' Empe- 
ror the Decree made. by the Councell againſt the Areaxy, 
' he rhreatned to cut off his hand, yet he refuſed it : 
Theodor reports that the King of Scythia flew Anzcharſis 
thePhiloſopher for worſhiping the mother of the gods, after 
"the 4thenian manner;and the Evangeliſt records, that twice 
our Saviour purged the Temple, hethat was the mirrour of 
Patience: ſee how he looſerth the Reines in an holy Indig- 
nation. in Sacr:legious abuſes, in Religious quarrels: T 
Multitude of the Offenders, the might and malice of the | 
Obſervers, the danger of the Ation» northe perill of rhe 
conſequence ſtayes his hands, but he ſcourgeth our the buy- 
ersand ſellers our of the Temple: Truly . Phineas Zeal, 1e- 
bu's March, Toſabs Reſolution Luthers Heroicall Spirir 
areneceffary for theſe times : It is all one rodeny the faith 
.and not to maintain ir; filence thneth Exror, and they 
that through fear or negligence hold their peace — 
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watchmen they betray the. City when'a truth in Religion | 


18. queſtioned, wbenerror is preferred z he that ro his paw- 
er doth not reſiſt, de ſvo damabitur ſilent i (hall be condemy 
ned for his filence. Coutage,the Lord.is wigh.you;; And ye 


people of the land come forthard helpe the ey 1s - FOR 


the mighty. Curſe ye Meroz(faith the Angel of the 

Carſe ye bitterly the Inhabitants thereof, becenſe they came 
not to the helpe of the Lord, to the helpe of the Lord againſt the 
mighty, Theſe are not the words of an angry paſſionate 
propher, but of the 4zgell of the Lord, not raſhly thun- 
dered out from the Pulpit, but zealouſly from Heaven, net 
with meckneſſe and calmnefle of Spirit, but in bitterneſſe 


and feryency of Spirit, Here is not a ſingle Curſe, buta - 


double, a multiplyed Curſe, not againſt rhe profeſſed open 
Enemics, but againſt the lukewarm, the feigned friends, 
not againſt the Cities of the Canaries, but againſt Meroz 
a Ciry now inthe Zonfines of 1ſrael: All 1ſrael was againſt 
Achan, and all iſrael gaſtbek the ppblike ſafery. If a- 
ny matidraw back, Gods Mall haveno pleaſure in rhat 
man; they are no 1ſr4el:tes indeed that will fit Rill on this 
ſide 7ordan, whilſt their brethren are in the field. Beall 
ative in your way : for encouragement I will onely ſay 
this, you fha!l ſee your deſire of your Enemy, your ſoul 


ſhall be filled with the goodnefle of the Lord; for the firit- 


ſee Iſaiah 60, 14.The ſons of them that afflited thee ſhall come 


A thee,and all they that deſpiſed thee ſhall bow down 11 66.16; 
themſe 


Ves at the ſoales of thy feet, and they ſball call thee the 
City of the Lord,the Zion of the Holy One of Iſrael : God will 
make the ſons of Princes bow down unto: yous the greateſt 
thar have afflicted you and deſpiſed you, ſhall lie at your 
feet. For the ſecond, ſee the ſucceſſe of this Reſolution, 


Eſther g. 29,30; 21 $3. Your Faſts ſhall be turned 'into+ * 


Feaſts , your dayes of monrning into dayes of rejoycing,. 


your 
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A Sermes Preached at a late Solemn Faff, 


good ones ſhall be made preat, the Z #hers, the Mor- 


Nicas ſhall be advanced; the Hamars the common Enemies 


ed; Religion ſhall be eſtabliſhed, the Peace 
a hay 5 —__ Com ſhall be ſecured, Gods glory (hal 
be exalted - and you your ſelves highly Honoured ; God 
ſhall have theglory,you the happineſſe, poſterity the ble 
ſedneſſe of this defired Work. 
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